[The effects of prostaglandin E1 infusion on the viscosity and pH of gastric fluid during general anesthesia].
We studied the protective effect of prostaglandin E1 (PGE1)-induced hypotensive anesthesia on gastric mucosa in 30 elective surgical patients. Three groups, each composed of 10 patients, received PGE1, nitroglycerin or none during general anesthesia. Then we measured the viscosity and pH of gastric fluid continuously in each group. In the PGE1 group the viscosity and pH increased significantly and rapidly (P less than 0.05) as compared with the other groups. This suggests that PGE1 offers prophylactic effect against postoperative acute gastric mucosal lesion (AGML).